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Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kimura et al. (JP 09- 
045275; of record). 

Regarding claim 1, Kimura et al. disclose an electron multiplier (Figs 1 & 2) comprising a 
dynode unit (500 of Fig 8) having a plurality of dynodes positioned in a mutually-insulated, 
layered state in multiple stages and disposed in a vacuum container; a plurality of insulating 
plates (ceramic ring 41), insulating the respective dynodes from each other; and 
columns (200 of Fig 8), erected on a stem plate (8), making up the vacuum container, so 
as to fit or engage with the respective dynodes and the respective insulating plates, wherein the 
respective dynodes and the respective insulating plates are overlapped alternatingly (see Fig 8; 
see Paragraphs 24-28 of English translation) in the state of being fitted or engaged with the 
columns and the respective dynodes and the respective insulating spacers are supported 
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intergrally on the columns (200) by means of arresting members (202 and 205) being fixed to the 
tip portion of the columns (see Fig 8, paragraph 34). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karabi Guharay whose telephone number is 571-272-2452. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Minh-Toan Ton can be reached on 571-272-2303. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-dircct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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